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Lance & Julia Hulsey’s Ultimate Homeowner's Handbook

A Practical Guide for Homeowners — From Construction Basics to Energy-Saving Tips and
Finding Trusted Pros

1. Understanding Basic Construction Concepts

Understanding basic home construction principles is beneficial for homeowners. This knowledge
can help you identify potential issues, maintain your property effectively, and communicate
more effectively with professionals when needed.Familiarizing yourself with various aspects of
home construction, including the structure, exterior, plumbing, and electrical systems, can give
you a better understanding of how your home works and what it needs to remain in good
condition.

For example, understanding the structure of your home can help you identify potential issues
with the foundation or framing. If you notice a crack in a wall or a sagging ceiling, you’ll have a
better idea of whether it’s a minor issue or a serious structural problem that needs immediate
attention. Similarly, understanding how your home’s plumbing and electrical systems work can
help you identify leaks or electrical issues before they become major problems.

In addition to identifying potential issues, a basic understanding of home construction can also
help you make more informed decisions when it comes to home improvements or renovations.
For instance, if you’re considering a kitchen renovation, knowing the layout of your home’s
plumbing and electrical systems can help you plan the project more effectively and potentially
save on costs.

Foundation: Concrete slab, crawl space, or basement — know what’s under your home.
Framing: Wood or steel, this is your home’s skeleton.

Roofing: Understand the lifespan of materials (asphalt, tile, metal).

Plumbing & Electrical: Know where shutoff valves and breaker panels are located.
Insulation & Ventilation: Crucial for comfort and energy efficiency.

2. Routine Maintenance Checklist

Conducting regular home inspections is an important part of maintaining your home’s condition
and value. These inspections can help identify potential problems early on, allowing you to
address them before they escalate into larger, more costly issues. Regular home inspections can



cover a wide range of areas, including the roof, foundation, HVAC system, plumbing, and
electrical systems.

For example, if you’ve noticed a small leak in your roof, an inspection can help determine the
extent of the problem and whether there are any underlying issues that need to be addressed.
Similarly, regular inspections of your HVAC system can help ensure it’s functioning efficiently
and identify any potential issues that could lead to breakdowns or costly repairs.

Home inspections can also be especially important when buying a new home. A thorough
inspection before purchase can reveal any hidden issues or potential problems, providing you
with a more accurate understanding of the home’s condition and value. This can help you make a
more informed decision and potentially negotiate a better deal.

Our Team can connect homeowners with reputable home inspectors who can provide thorough,
professional inspections. These professionals can help ensure your home remains in good
condition and retains its value over time.

Monthly:

(O Check HVAC filters - Add a calendar reminder so each month you change your filter(s).

(O Test smoke/carbon monoxide detectors. Also make sure that the date on the Carbon
Monoxide Detector has not expired.

O Inspect faucets for leaks - Both above and under the sinks.

Quarterly:

(O Clean range hood filters
(O Check for signs of roof damage (visually)

Annually:

(O Service HVAC systems

(O Flush water heater

(O Clean gutters and downspouts

O Inspect attic and crawl spaces for pests or moisture

3. Energy Efficiency & Savings

Reducing energy use in your home is not only good for the environment, but it can also save you
money on your utility bills. There are many ways to save energy, from simple changes like
switching to energy-efficient light bulbs to more significant improvements like installing solar
panels.

One simple way to save energy is to weatherstrip your doors and windows. This can help seal
gaps that let cold air in during the winter and warm air in during the summer, reducing the



amount of energy needed to heat or cool your home.

Another effective way to save energy is to upgrade to energy-efficient appliances. While these
appliances may be more expensive upfront, they can save you money in the long run by reducing
your energy use.

e LED Lighting: Saves energy and lasts longer.

e Smart Thermostats: Adjust automatically and save on bills.

e Weather Stripping: Inexpensive fix to prevent air leaks.

e |nsulation Audit: Attics and walls may need boosting.

e Solar Panels: Long-term investment — check incentives in your area.

4. Seasonal Home Care Tips

Being able to handle common home repairs is a useful skill for homeowners. Not only can it save
you money on calling in professionals for minor issues, but it can also help you keep your home
in good condition and address issues before they become more serious. Common home repairs
that many homeowners can handle include fixing leaky faucets, patching small holes in walls, and
replacing light fixtures.

For example, if you have a leaky faucet in your bathroom, you might be able to fix it yourself by
replacing the washer. This simple repair can stop the leak and save you the cost of a plumber’s
visit. Similarly, if you notice a small hole in your drywall, you may be able to patch it yourself with
some basic tools and materials.

However, it’s also important to know when to call in professionals. Some repairs, particularly
those involving plumbing, electrical work, or structural issues, can be complex and potentially
dangerous if not handled correctly. In these cases, it’s usually best to hire a professional to
ensure the job is done safely and correctly.

Spring:

(O Clean windows, screens, and siding
(O Prep landscaping and inspect sprinklers

Summer:

(O Check for pest issues
(O Service AC units

Fall:

(O Clear gutters
(O Prep heating systems
O Inspect chimney (if applicable)



Winter:

(O Insulate pipes
(O Check weatherproofing around doors/windows

5. When and How to Hire the Right Professional
Who to Call:

e Plumber for leaks, clogs, water heater issues
e Electrician for any wiring or breaker concerns
e Roofer for leaks, missing shingles
e HVAC technician for system servicing

How to Choose Wisely:

Check license and insurance

Read online reviews (and ask for referrals!)
Get at least two written estimates

Avoid paying in full upfront

6. Emergency Preparedness at Home

(O Fire Extinguishers: One per floor

(O First Aid Kit: Stocked and accessible

O Flashlights + Batteries: In key locations

(O Water Shutoff Valve Location: Know how to use it

(O Emergency Contacts List: Placed on fridge or saved in phone

7. Smart Upgrades That Add Value

Energy-efficient windows

Kitchen and bath updates (not full remodels)

Curb appeal: landscaping, front door, exterior lighting
Home office or flex space creation

Storage improvements (closets, garage, attic)

8. Bonus: Trusted Resources & Contacts
Local Contractors & Service Providers:

e Contact us and we will help find you the right Vendor for the job.

Homeowner Tools:

e HomeZada, HomeKeep, Task Rabbit, or Centriq (for digital home management)
e Google Keep or Evernote or Apple Notes (for checklists)



Home Improvement Ideas for adding value:

Home improvement projects can be a great way to enhance your home’s functionality,
aesthetics, and value. Whether you’re considering a major renovation or a simple update, these
projects can make your home more comfortable, stylish, and appealing to potential buyers.

One popular home improvement project is a kitchen renovation. Updating your kitchen can
dramatically improve your home’s value and appeal. You might consider installing new
countertops, replacing outdated appliances, or redesigning the layout for more efficient use of
space.

Another popular project is landscaping. Improving your home’s curb appeal can make it more
attractive to potential buyers and enhance your enjoyment of your home. This could involve
planting new trees or flowers, installing a patio or deck, or adding a fence for privacy.

Adding energy-efficient features, such as solar panels or high-efficiency appliances, is another
way to improve your home. These improvements can reduce your home’s environmental impact
and save you money on energy costs in the long run.

Need a Vendor Referral? Reach out — I’ve spent years vetting dependable pros.
Contact Us Anytime:

Lance Hulsey, Broker Associate

Julia Hulsey, REALTOR®

Lance - (408) 375-1223 or (831) 295-8509 or email: lance@lancehulseybroker.com
Julia (408) 499-2402. or email: Julia@lancehulseybroker.com

On the web at: www.lancehulseybroker.com or www.hulseyteam.kw.com
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